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could not have become Finance Minister and later Prime Minister
for as long as Shah Mansur enjoyed the royal favour. Muslim
chroniclers also implicate Raja Man Singh and Raja Birbal in the
conspiracy. Towards the end of his life, it is stated, Akbar came to
know the truth and grieved much at the injustice done to Mansur.
The progress of the grand army towards Kabulistan, according
to the Jesuit Missionary Monserrate, was a marvel of advance
planning, an exercise in smooth transportation which has few
parallels in the medieval Indian history. Food supplies en route
were abundant, so much so that meats and vegetables and grains
were cheaper in the camp than in the cities. The Padshah spared
himself no effort to see that all sections of the army received their
allotted rations of foodstuff regularly. He himself fully indulged
his penchant for hunting, but without disrupting the march. White
mosque-like tents for prayers were pitched in advance at the
-appointed camp sites. Education of the Princes Salim and Murad
was not allowed to suffer. Their tutor-guardians, one of them
being Monserrate, were provided with school-tents and parapher-
nalia for the academic and physical training of the princes. In the
evenings the camp, which in fact comprised hundreds of good-
size townships under tents, came alive with feasting and merry-
making. Akbar would often disguise himself to attend these cele-
brations and thus acquaint himself first hand with the opinions
and sentiments of the common fighting man. To the ascetic padre
Monserrate, the royal enclosure was a fairyland, a part of para-
dise on earth overflowing with riches that dazzled the eye; it
hummed with activities normally associated with the palaces of
Asian potentates. He was struck with the smoothness of it all, the
organizational expertise which went into the making and unmak-
ing of these huge towns-in-tents every day. Akbar was fastidious
about the food served to his favourite elephants. Once he found
out that Gajaraj was not given his ration of almonds and honey,
and he ordered the keeper of the Fil-Khana to be denied food
for eight days. The Begums and their maid-servants were under
the charge of the seniormost commandant of the camp. No as-
pect of their daily routine was neglected, The tent-palaces they
occupied in the centre of the royal enclosure were guarded by
teams of trusted eunuchs and Ahidis, the King's personal body-
guard. The Padshah made it a point to visit the Begums in rota-
don. Wine parties and nautch performances were frequently held.